
programs were just the 

beginning of the warm 

welcome our new students 

will receive from the 

Westminster community. 

On August 20 and 21, the 

Diversity & International 

Center welcomed 41 new 

students from 24 different 

countries at its now-annual 

fall International Student 

Orientation. 

New international students 

were greeted at the Salt 

Lake International Airport 

and then brought to cam-

pus, many seeing West-

minster in person for the 

first time. The two-day 

orientation program in-

cluded lunches with Presi-

dent Bassis, Provost 

Seidelman, and interna-

tional faculty and staff; a 

campus tour; an overview 

of visa regulations; and a 

crash course on Westmin-

sterôs learning goals and 

classroom culture. 

Students also got to know 

each other better through 

activities such as a walk-

ing tour of Sugar House, 

the Utah Council for Citi-

zen Diplomacyôs Salute to 

Citizen Diplomats recep-

tion, and a field trip to 

hear live music in down-

town Salt Lake City. 

We hope the orientation 
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Why Intersections? 

At the Diversity & Interna-

tional Center we recognize 

the importance of both di-

versity and internationaliza-

tion as part of a strong edu-

cational foundation. Our 

goals are to highlight and 

build on the overlapsð

intersectionsðwhile pre-

serving the important dis-

tinctions that make each 

significant in its own right. 

This focus is articulated by the 

design of center itself. Housing 

separate offices for Sara 

Demko, the Director of Student 

International Services, and De-

nise Francis Montao, the Di-

rector of Diversity Student Af-

fairs and Services, the Center 

also includes a welcoming liv-

ing room-like shared open 

space, illustrating via its dis-

plays and organization that both 

components are of equal value.  

The Centerôs programming and 

learning goals have also been 

developed with the idea of 

intersections and distinctions in 

mind.  

 
Stay tuned to future ñWhy In-

tersections?ò messages. They 

will focus on intersectionality 

and identity, the ñglobal con-

sciousnessò learning goal, and 

the journey that is college.  
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Just thinking about 

Chante Jimenezôs and 

Princess Gutierrezôs 

responsibilities as ASWC 

SAC Diversity co-chairs 

can make a person tired! 

In addition to serving as 

the student members of 

the college-wide Diver-

sity Council, their role 

requires that they collabo-

rate with others to coordi-

nate the logistics of Di-

versity & International 

Week events, serve as 

liaisons between the Di-

versity & International 

Center and ASWC, pro-

mote diversity activities, 

and integrate a focus on 

diversity in ASWC-

sponsored events. Al-

though this combination 

of tasks seems over-

whelming, we anticipate a 

smooth transition because 

Princess served as a stu-

dent worker in the Diver-

sity & International Cen-

ter in the spring of 2009 

and spent much of last 

year collaborating with 

Angela Seghini 

Swenson, the 2008-2009 

SAC Diversity Chair.  

  

 
Chante, who was born in 

Cedar City, UT and grew 

up in the Sugarhouse 

area, is starting her fourth 

year at Westminster. She 

is working toward a duel 

license Education major, 

and is minoring in Eng-

lish and Spanish. Born in 

Los Angeles and raised in 

Salt Lake City, Princess is 

a senior majoring in jus-

tice Studies with a minor 

in Psychology. Both are 

active on campus: Chante 

is the president of the 

Spanish Club, a Westmin-

ster Student Representa-

tive, and a member 

Latin@ Westminster, 

while Princess is a Resi-

dent Advisor and a mem-

ber of the Westminster 

Allies Coalition and 

Latin@ Westminster.  

  

 
In discussing her decision 

to serve as Diversity Co-

Chair, Chante focused on 

the broader social con-

text: ñI wanted to be the 

ASWC SAC Diversity 

Chair because I think that 

as the nation becomes 

increasingly more di-

verse, colleges need to 

work to help diminish 

racial and cultural igno-

rance, and stereotypes of 

all kinds that stand in the 

way of equality and unity 

of all students.ò Through 

this position she hopes to 

ñexpose students to stu-

dents outside their own 

racial groupò through a 

variety of engaging ac-

tivities.  

 
Like Chante, Princess 

hopes that this position 

will enable her to work 

toward ñgiving everyone 

a voice and making the 

campus community aware 

of diversity issues within 

and beyond the campus.ò 

Together they hope to 

contribute to ñmaking the 

campus welcoming for all 

students and helping peo-

ple see that a focus on 

diversity issues can be 

both educational and 

fun.ò 

  

 
When asked what they 

want students to know, 

they both emphasized an 

interest in receiving 

ideasðand constructive 

criticismðfrom students, 

faculty, and staff. Prin-

cess emphasized this mes-

sage, noting, ñWe can't do 

it alone so we need every-

one's contribution.ò As 

their first step, they will 

focus on event planning 

and organization.  

 
Keep your eyes open for 

more information and 

announcements from our 

diversity chairs, and 

please send your ideas to 

them via GroupWise 

email.  

Welcome to Chante Jimenez and Princess Gutierrez,  
the 2009-2010 ASWC SAC Diversity Chairs!  

άΦΦΦ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ 

becomes increasingly 

more diverse, colleges 

need to work to help 

diminish racial and 

cultural ignorance, 

and stereotypes of all 

kinds that stand in the 

way of equality and 

ǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦέ 

 τChante Jimenez 
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Princess Gutierrez 

Chante Jimenez 



When faced with issues as 

complex and pervasive as 

homophobia, racism, sex-

ism, classism, ageism, 

sexism, and ableismðor 

confronted by discrimina-

tion based on religion or 

national originðwe often 

want to do something to 

create change and bring 

about a more equitable 

world. 

 
However as we try to 

move forward with a plan 

of action, we often feel 

overwhelmed.  

 
The task seems insur-

mountable, prompting us 

to ask, ñBut what can I 

do? Can one person really 

make a difference?ò 

 
This yearôs Bastian Foun-

dation Diversity Lecture 

Series features speakers 

who have worked for so-

cial justice by creating a 

new organization or cen-

ter, developing and imple-

menting strategies for 

change, or being commu-

nity activists. Their work 

reveals how they person-

ally addressed the ques-

tion, ñWhat can I do to 

make a difference?ò  

  
On September 28, Mar-

garita Alcantara will 

focus on the topic 

ά/ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ bŜǿ ¢ǊǳǘƘǎΥ 
How my quest for per-
sonal strength engen-

dered strength in num-
ōŜǊǎέ at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Vieve Gore Concert Hall.  

  
Alcantara is a community 

activist; performance art-

ist; video maker; and ad-

vocate for Filipina/Asian 

Pacific Islander, lesbian, 

gay, and feminist commu-

nities. 
 
Also on September 28, 

Alphabet Soup and 

SPPAM club members 

will host a breakfast for 

Alcantara.  

  
At noon she will visit a 

first-year learning com-

munityðñThe Morality 

of Self Interestòð taught 

by Professors Michael 

Popich and John Wat-

kins. Her discussion topic 

for class is ñActivism 

101: An informal Q&A 

Dialogue on the Passion, 

Process, and Logistics of 

Taking Action.ò  

 

On November 10, 

Patrice Gainesô presenta-

tion is ά¢ƘŜ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ 
One: Changing your life 
ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ  

(7:30 p.m. Vieve Gore 

Auditorium). 

  
Gaines, a former Wash-

ington Post reporter, 

award-winning journalist, 

and author, overcame sig-

nificant challenges in her 

life, including drug addi-

tion and time in prison. 

She is co founder of the 

Brown Angel Center, a 

nonprofit organization 

focused on supporting at-

risk women and girls as 

they become financially 

independent.  

  
At noon on November 11, 

Gaines will attend Helen 

Hodgsonôs and Chris 

Quinnôs first-year learn-

ing community entitled 

ñMusic and Wordsðthe 

Art of Composition.ò 

 
After her evening presen-

tation Gaines will  be 

available to sign her 

books, Laughing in the 

Dark: From Colored Girl 

to Woman of Color ïA 

Journey From Prison to 

Power and Moments of 

Grace: Meeting the Chal-

lenge to Change. 

 

 

 

Margarita Alcantara 
9/28/09 

 
Patrice Gaines 

11/10/09 
 

7:30 p.m.  
Vieve Gore Concert 

Hall 
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Margarita Alcantara 
ά/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ǊŀŎƛǎƳΣ ǎŜȄƛǎƳΣ 
& homophobia from the 
Filipina/Asian Pacific  
Islander/Asian mutt feminist 
Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿ ǎƛƴŎŜ мффрέτ
Bamboo Girl Manifesto  

2009-2010 Bastian Foundation Diversity Series:  
What can I do? Can one person make a difference?   

Patrice Gaines, author of 
Laughing in the Dark: From 
Colored Girl to Woman of 
Color ςA  Journey From Prison 
to Power and Moments of 
Grace: Meeting the Challenge 
to Change 



This fall, 17 Westminster 

students will pack their 

bags and board a plane to 

spend a semester abroad.  

Part of a growing trend of 

students who are recog-

nizing that study abroad 

offers many life-changing 

and enduring academic, 

career, intercultural, per-

sonal, and social benefits, 

these students are sure to 

have the experience of a 

lifetime! 

 
Dallin VanLeuven, a Jus-

tice Studies major who 

recently returned from a 

semester in Brussels, Bel-

gium, shares his experi-

ences with us.  

 

How would you charac-

terize  your study 

abroad experience? 
ñFor me, coming to Bel-

gium was a fantastic deci-

sion!  The country has a 

unique dynamic, both 

culturally and politically.  

Brussels is the de facto 

capital of Europe, serving 

as the headquarters of the 

European Union and 

NATO, so it delivers a 

great perspective on inter-

national affairs.   

 
ñThis experience  in Brus-

sels has broadened my 

horizons more than I 

could ever believe one 

city could.  Brussels is 

home to the largest press 

pool in the world and is 

the worldôs most diplo-

matic city with over 300 

diplomatic missions.  So 

for someone interested in 

international relations, 

Brussels is the perfect city 

to experience.ò 

 

What surprised you the 

most during your study 

abroad program? 
ñNo matter how much 

you prepare for your 

study abroad experience, 

there will always be 

plenty of surprises await-

ing you. ...I was taken 

aback by things like ra-

cism in Europe, economic 

disparity, and the extent 

of the culture war in Bel-

gium.  It was an extraor-

dinary learning experi-

ence to see these issues 

from a different perspec-

tive, in the same countries 

that many Americans look 

to as socially superior.ò 

 

How does  this ex-

perience contribute 

to your overall West-

minster education? 
ñYears ago, I decided 

that to really prepare 

myself for my career 

goals, a study abroad 

experience would be 

crucial. Now looking 

back, I can safely say 

that this last semester 

abroad has been more 

beneficial than all of 

my previous semesters 

combined in terms of 

helping me define and 

prepare for my career 

goals.  Also, it pro-

vided an atmosphere 

where I was able to utilize 

what Iôve learned from 

courses at Westminster, 

and apply it in ways Iôve 

never been able to at 

Westminster.ò 

 

Would you recommend 

study abroad to other 

Westminster students? 
ñStudying abroad isnôt for 

everyone, but if you have 

an interest in it, I would 

definitely encourage you 

to pursue it. é[D]e-

termine what your options 

are.  Who knows, maybe 

youôll find it is more af-

fordable than you thought, 

or that there are more op-

tions or programs avail-

able to you than you origi-

nally discovered.ò  

 

{ǘǳŘȅ !ōǊƻŀŘΥ 5ŀƭƭƛƴ ±ŀƴ[ŜǳǾŜƴΩǎ wŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ .ǊǳǎǎŜƭǎ Fall 2009  
Study Abroad 
Destinations 

Brazil 
Chile 
China 
Costa Rica 
England 
Fiji 
Hong Kong 
Italy 
New Zealand  
Spain 
Turks & Caicos 

 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Study 
Abroad Events 
 
Study Abroad 101 
Workshop 
September 9 
12:00 ς 1:00 
Converse 212 
 
 
Study Abroad Fair 
September 17 
10:00τ2:00 
Shaw Center 
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Dallin VanLeuven (far right) at the 
World Civic Youth Forum 

Dallin VanLeuven  
in Brussels 



Math Math Revolution! 

Summer Workshops  

 
Westminster math profes-

sor Bill Bynum  and math 

majors Ian Colwell, 

Adria Palmer , and Al-

ison Stephens collabo-

rated with 

East High 

School to 

bring high 

school Eng-

lish language 

learners to 

Westminster 

for three 

weeks of 

summer 

work-

shops full 

of hands-on 

activities that 

combined 

math and lan-

guage practice with lots 

of positive reinforce-

ment. For one project, 

East students wrote and 

illustrated stories that 

strengthened their knowl-

edge of math concepts. 

The stories were then 

digitized, animated, and 

combined with audio of 

each student narrating his 

or her own story. 

 
For ñThe Mega Penny 

Projectò students learned 

about powers of ten by 

visualizing the difference 

between a million and a 

billion pennies. They then 

identified questions they 

wanted to answer, such as 

ñHow many stairs would 

it take to reach the 

moon?ò and ñHow many 

gold ingots would it take 

to fill Westminsterôs 

swimming pool?ò As they 

worked to answer these 

questions, students 

learned to collaborate, 

devise a plan of action, 

use appropriate mathe-

matical methods, and 

think about sources of 

error in their calculations. 

 
Throughout the work-

shop, East High students 

hailing from around the 

globe, including Nepal, 

Ethiopia, Somalia, Iraq, 

Pakistan, Kenya, Mexico, 

and Peru, played math 

games, met new friends, 

and (of course!) ate 

snacks.  

 
At the of the workshop, 

students celebrated their 

accomplishments with a 

pizza party featuring a 

presentation of their work 

to invited guests who thor-

oughly enjoyed seeing the 

animated math stories. 

 
After the workshop one 

student said, ñI learned to 

do math and also I learned 

to write math story. The 

most fun 

for me is 

to do 

math on 

smart 

board.ò  

 
Many 

students 

have 

asked 

their 

teachers 

at East if 

the work-

shops will 

be held 

next year. The answer is 

YES! (By the way, it takes 

2,318,181,818 steps to 

reach the moon.) 

 

Summer School Tutoring 
As the second component 

of the East High-

Westminster collaboration, 

Lyndsi Ruefner, Kelly 

Stevens, and Aleicia 

Peake, students  from 

Westminsterôs School of 

Education, served as on-

site summer tutors at East 

Highôs summer school pro-

gram.  

 

(Continued on Page 6) 

9ŀǎǘ IƛƎƘ /ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΧ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ bŜǿ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ 

With support from 
a Utah Campus 
Compact ImPACT 
grant, 
Westminster 
collaborated with 
East High on three 
summer projects 
aimed at 
enhancing the 
learning of 
students from 
both institutions. 
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In the photo: East High 
students with Westmin-
ster tutors. 


