
Choosing Articles for Common Nouns 
 

 
 

Can the noun 

be counted? 
YES 

NO 
Are you referring to 

something in general? 

Is it concrete? 
YES 

NO 

Noun 

Use no article. 

Use the. 

NO 

YES 
Is it plural? 

YES 
Use no article. 

NO 

Use a(n). 


