
Understanding Prepositions 
 

 

 

Spatial Meanings 
 

 1 Dimension 2 Dimensions 3 Dimensions 

 

 at on in 

Location 

 • • • 

 

 

Motion to onto into  

Towards 

                                   

                                                             

 

 

Motion from off (of) out (of)  

From 

  

 

 

 

 

Idiomatic Uses 

 

 

 I live in Salt Lake City  We first met in May. 

 I live on Roberta St. We met on Sunday. 

 I live at 1443 Roberta St. We met at five o’clock. 

 

 

 

 

 

I’ll be at work.  Come to my house. 

I’ll see you at eight.  Let’s meet at ten minutes to five. 

I laugh at jokes.  Do not speak to Jan. 

I cheat at cards.  The boys came to blows  

I’m good at math.  The dog has taken to me. 

 • 

• 

Literal/Spatial 

Figurative/Abstract 

General/Large 

Specific/Small 


